Public Domain

ANY PUBLISHED MATERIAL sold in this country that does not have a
United States copyright is legally in the public domain. This is true
whether publication took place in this country or anywhere else. The
easy and obvious way to determine whether United States copyright
has been obtained for any book sold in this country is to look for the
copyright notice. If there is none, in English and in our prescribed
form, there is no copyright. However, the presence of a notice does
not mean that everything in the book is protected by copyright. The
copyright may apply only to the editorial comment, the annotation,
the selection, or the arrangement.

Also in the public domain are works of which the copyright has
expired. This includes all books published more than 56 years ago
and many published more than 28 years ago, for which no renewal
was filed. It also includes any book published either here or in a
foreign country before 1909 (the date of present copyright law) that
had no United States copyright at that time. If there is any doubt
about copyright status, before making any use of any material pub-
lished with a copyright notice the author or publisher should have a
search made by the Copyright Office (see Search.).

All United States Government publications are in the public do-
main, but not necessarily the writings or utterances of all government
officials. The works of government officials that are not official publi-
cations may be copyrighted. This applies to state publications, also.
Material that has previously been copyrighted does not lose its copy-
right by being included in a government publication, even though it
bears no copyright notice. However, if it is first published in the
government bulletin and carries no notice it becomes a part of the
public domain. For example, when after the First World War one
publisher brought out an illustrated edition of General Pershings
Official Report, which had appeared in the newspapers, he could
copyright the illustrations only. Another company brought out the
same report with other illustrations. When the first company sued,
the court declared, *What the defendants [the second publisher] did
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